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4 Home Funeral Essentials 
 

 

 

Body Care

Family bathes and 
dresses at home

Family cares for at 
hospital or care facility

Family assists at funeral 
home

Funeral home conducts 
body care and 

preparation

Death Certificate

Next-of-kin or designated 
agent acts as unpaid 

funeral director

Family coordinates with 
hospice nurse, attending 

physician

Family completes 
demographic section

Funeral home handles

Transportation

Family obtains 
transit/burial permit

Family has funeral home 
obtain transit/ burial 

permit

Family transports using 
their own vehicle

Funeral home or 
cremation service 

transports

Disposition

Family obtains 
shroud/casket/urn/ 
alternate container

Family and friends 
decorate alternate 

container

Mourners accompany 
body to burial or 

cremation

Mourners participate in 
closing the grave or 

witnessing cremation


